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BITLI MAGGA, 


A sub-division of the weaver caste is known as those Name. 
of Bili Magga (2884, white loom) from the white muslin 
ant other cloth they genorally produce. ‘he term is con- 
sidered by the caste as one of reproach and they call 
thomsclvgs Kuruvina Sotfi or Kurnyina Banajiga tho 
meaning of which is not cloar, 


Sotti is tho surnumo of the caste and is apponded to 
the personal namo at tho ond. 


No information is available about their origin, Those origin 
belong to tho Kannada country, and profess to be the 


dirovt offspring of Tsvara and Pirvati. 


Thoy form a population numboring about 10,000. tangnngo. 
Thoy roe Kannada, but it is said that there avo some in 
South Kanara who uso the local languago, Tulu. 


The caste contains two endogamous divisions, namoly, ptyistana, 

those that are Lingayats and those that aro not Jingayats. 
Thore ig no intormarriages botwoen thom, but tho non- 
Lingayat Bili Magga mon cat in tho houses of those that 
have embraced tho Lingayat roligion, but not vice versa. 
In somo placos tho Tingayat portion of the caste is called 
Dodda (or big) Kuruvinavara and tho non-Lingayat section 
Ohtkka (or little) Kuruvinavaru. 


Tho caste is divided into sixty-six exogamous divi- 
sions* divided into two groups rospectively known as tho 
Srva and the Pirvati group or tho male and tho female 
group, each group containing thirty-three gdtras, with the 
uetial prohibition against tho intermarriago between thoso 
bearing the samo family namo, Most of thoso names are 
taken from plants, animals, implomonts, etc., but it is diffioult 
to trace any totomistic auporstitions among thom. Thoy 
seem to think that it is a sin to injuro theso articles. 





* Namoa of Hxogamous divisions aro to be found in the Appondix, 
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They have no hyporgamous divisions, 


, ‘Cho porsonal names are tho dilferont namos hy which 
Iswara and Parvati are known, hoy say that thoy havo 
no superstition in tho naming of childron, ‘ho namo- 
giving coromony takes placo on the eloventh day ov so aftor 
tho birth ofa child. Tbis uamod after the names of its 
grandfather or grandmother, If tho first born childvon 
aro dead, tho succsoding chill is gonorally given an 
opprobrions namo, such as Kida (jimglo), Gunde (round 
stono) ov Sudugida (burial ground), 


Tho following may be taken as typical names i— 


Males, Vemulos. 
Basappa (28%), Basamma (oa), 
Kalippa (348%), Kalamma (V8), 
Siddappa (48,85), Sildammua (83x), 
Révanur (ee), Clanganunn (mers), 


Adoption iy veaagnized ins the caste, but the hoy 
adopled may marry, ibis stated, inthe hong he is adopted 
fo, Adaughtor’s son may be adopted. 


Thore is no ago restriction for oligibilily lo marry in 
oither sox, Marviagos of givls of ton or twelve avo more 
common than thoso affor puborly, as it is considorod nos, 
honorable to inke a girl that has driven cattle ab hor’ 
fathov’s honso, ‘hoy say thab thoir girls neod nob remain 
without marringo for a long time since husbands aro 
oasily availablo, 


A oman may marry his older or youngor  sistor’s 
danghtor or prtornal aunt's or maternal unelo’s daughter,’ 
One may mirry two sistors ab dilferont times, and two! 
brothers also may marry two sistors. xchange of daugh- 
tors is also allowed, ; 


Differences in sootal sintus or in locality have no theo- 
rotical valuo in matters of marriago; nov oecnpabion oithor, 
exeopt such as entails loss of caste, as for oxamplo, remov- 
ing night-soil or mending shoos, 


As rogards marriage corumonios both tho divisions 
observe the sumo, bub while tho non-Linguyat Karuvinas, 
vara invito Brahmans to officinto at thoi mamiages, the, 
Fingayat portion prefer a Jangama, in whosy absence a 
Brahman will bo called. 
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They havo a proliminary ongagement called Vilyada 
Sasiva (epee) some days before tho marriage. ‘The 
bridegroom and his party go to the brido’s house carrying 
the auspicions articles such ag betel-leaves, areca-nuts, 
flowers, jaggory, parched Bengal gram aud fruity, with a 
new sddi, ‘The olders of the caste moet there on the 
ocoasion when the promise is made and the day of marri- 
ago and other dotails ave settled, ‘The castomen are in- 
vited to a dinner. 


The marriage takos place in tho bride’s house and 
continues for seven days. Tho essential portion of the 
ceromony is known as the pouring of the dhdre. 


Tho first day is the worshipping of their family god 
Nilakanthéswara, ‘Chis isin other castes known as Déva- 
rtifa, The bride and tho bridegroom are smeared with 
turmoric in thoir own houses, ‘This is known Moda- 
lavsina (84@8edns) or Madavaniga Sistra (a8eszoe8, 3). 


The second day is known as Nadu Malavaniga Séstra. 
RHaasesriees, y) that is the scoond smearing of turmeric to 
bride and the bridegroom, 


The third day is the Pandal crecting ceremony (or 
WH), A pondal is raisod in front of the marriage horse 
and is supported by twelve posts and voofed with the 
stalks of sugar-cano, A. platform is erected for the sitting 
of bride and bridegroom in mmarviage. ho rool over. 
hanging the platforn is gonerally canopicd with a white 
cloth, The bride and bridegroom are anointed and bathed 
and ymoared with saffron and the bride is dressed in a 
cloth dyed yellow, with turmeric powder, and tho brido- 
groom <«vesses himsel! in a white suit of clothes. 


Then the brother of the bride gocs im state to an 
Indinu fig bros (8,820) and after doing the usual piiju 
to it culs a brunch and bringing ib in procession fo the 
ua viage pandal, tics i6 b0 the coutval pillar on the marri- 
age platform. ‘Uhis is considered as the Halu *Kambha 
(mervoxy) or tho milk post To ib a kankuna anda 
bundle of nine kinds of grain (®89%%) aro tied and wor- 
shipped. ‘Then married women go to the potter’s house 
and bring twelve carthen pols or Arivanis (GO8eeer¥ >), These 
are again carried by tho married women (8%, g8to:0)) to a 
well whore they fill them with wator and Dring them to 


powreeeny a: 


* Ti is said thai the fathor of the bride may not touch either the 
milk posh ov the Bheshingn. 


A 


tho marriago louse. Theso pots nro kopt in a separate: 
room and worshippod during tho marriage period. 


: On the third day, dhdra takes place. Karty in the 
morning five marvicd women carry five now carthon pots to 
avtank to bring sacred water (878,889) for tho marriagos 
Aflor they voturn in procession accompanied with the 
beating of hums and tho sounding of cymbals, the bride 
and tho bridegroom aro soated in the inariago pandal 
within tho square formed by placing four vossoly at each 
cornor of it, tho filth pot boing placod at the mils post 
on the marriage diag. Ju each of these pots botol-leaves, 
turmoric and kunkume aro thrown and they aro connected 
with ono anothor by means of a cottun thread passing 
thrvo tines round thoir nocks, Thon the bride and the 
bridegroom aro bathed in this sqttaro and aro given Lregh 
clothos, This coremony is culled Suryi and ovrvosponds 
to malantw (eK) in other castes. 


The bridegroom is led into a temple or to a rola 
uve’s house where he tukes his soat on a blankot, 
The party of tho bride go thero with a Kalusa, smoar 
the bridegroom with turmeric and bring him to the bride's , 
house. Thou tho bridegroom comos soatod on a bull with 
a duggor in his hands. Lv is led on to tho marriage diag 
and mado to stund facing the bride with a soreon betwveon.' 
As tho Purdhit repeals the appropriate mantras, tho brido 
pours the milk over the hands of the bridegvoom, The 
boy is mado to (is the fd/i round the neck of the girl and 
tho guosis assombled throw abshata (YRS) or colored: 
rico over their heads by way of blessing, An drati is pers 
formod to the couple by marriod women and tdabiéila dises, 
tributed to tho assembly. ‘The pair vow rise holding each, 
obhor with (hoir fingers and haying tho hos of thoir gar! 
nonts tied together and go round the milk post threo times, 
olleving numaskdra to it. Thon they retire to the room} 
in which tho pots ave placod wud offer piju to thomd 
Thon the pair and five maurricd couple on oithor side sit to oat! 
bina (8%), Cooked rice, shoo, and sweet cakos (F300 
aro mixed and served. in to outing dishes (@t87r¥>), A tone! 
of them tho bridogroom and fivo marriod couplo of hist 
party, ab the other the bride and fivo married couple of 
hor party sit and oat the food so served, q 


Dk 
Tho noxt day is known as Ndgaveli (AO), They 
ceremonies observa ara tho simuo as in other castes, such i 
ag bringing ant-hill owth and worshipping tho pillars of | 


& 


Pandal (#,0#83), Tho succeeding two days ave spent by 
the bridal pair going to the bridegroom’s house and return- 
ing to the bride’s house. 


The expouses of the marriage to bo borno by tho 
bridegroom vary from Rs. 100 to Rs. 200 and the bride prico 
is Rs, 25, 


Marriages are arranged by the parents or other olders 
as among other castes, 


They soom to have uo traditions about the capture of 
wives Lrom other tribes. : 


Whon a girl reaches puborty, sho is kept outside tho 
house in a small room for throo days, On the fourth day she 
is bathed bud her pollution romains for ten cays to come, 
During this period tho girl is not allowed to enter the 
kitchen and touch water used for the preparation of food 
and for drinking purposes. On the oleventh day the louse 
is washed and cleaned and mantras are vecitod by Janga- 
mas or Brahmans. If she is alroady married, her nuptials 
will be colebrated within sixteen days alter her attaining 
puberty. 


Tho custom of mock marriages to trees and such other 
objects for lack of real husbands docs not prevail in the 
casta, 


Yven if a usarvinge is colubrated during infancy, tho 

giv] will nut be sont to live with her husband but is allow- 

‘ed to remain in her paronts’ houso till she attains puberty 

and hor marriage is consummated. In case of marriage after 

‘ puberty, a separate ceremony is performed on a subsequent 

: day determinod as auspicious by an astrologer, when the 

husband and wife begin to live together. When a girl is 

‘ gent to her husband, new cloths, jewals, household utensils, 

cows and such other things according to the means of the 
parenty, avo prosented to hor, 


q 


Ro-marriage of widows is pormitted. But such re-mar- 
riod womon ara prohibited from taking part in auspicious 
Poeremonios, A widow is nob allowed to marry her hus- 
“band’s brothers, Sho can marry in any other division 
“juan the one in which she was born. Tho form of marriage 
; Gevemony consisis morely in the hnsband tying the édji on 
an evening to the neck of his wile and giving a dinner to 
; the casto mon. Rogularly married women do not attond 


( 
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Snoh marriages are nob rogardod favorably by ig 
ovate, and the offspring aro considered to be somowhnll 
infovior in statis to obhors, ab any vate for a gonoration § 
two, after which such origin is forgotton, QF course chill 
dvon of one husband do vob inherit fvom the other 


Sexual license before marriago is nob comnivod at an 
ila girl is found to be prognamt before marriage, sho ig PY 
oul of custo, ; 


Adultery on the part of tho women is tho only rocog: 
nivod yromnd of divorce. When with » man of tho sathd 
vaso ibis compounded somotimes, bub with an outsider tt 
always brings on degradation and oxcommiunication, 

, 


Thoy invuwiably bury tho dead. ‘Thay twn tho heaq 
of tho doa body towards tho South, Their ‘stake? fop 
tho dead lasts twelve days oxcepb for childven under one 
year, whon ib is theee days, During this period of pollutiog 
thoy do not cuter tho ianer apartmonts of tho house, Thy 
funeral coromonial is the same as for tho Lingayats gong 
rally. 

Thoy say thoy perform Sradda for tho propitiatiol 
of w dead porson which consists in giving raw provision 
to Briehmang ov dimguunad. Mhis cevemony is wal porform 
od tur those who died childless or for maternal ancostuid 
Full obsequial ceremonies ure aot observed for thoge whi 
mob with a violont douth, ate 


Tf tho first wifo has died, the second wife propitiatd 
hor by observing o fens in hor honor one day in tho yetl 
and fooding married women and giving thom prosonts dt 
bodics, cloths, friits and Aowors, Thoy do nob bury wit 
the dead any urticlos oxcopt aghos, 


In sogiul matters such as conbach with B ra 
oubry into bemploxs, personal service by washernien, até 
they have tho status of the higher Sudra classes. 


Those that weer the Linga do uot eat the flesh 
animals or drink liquor, bub those that do nob wear a Liygt 
vob mutton and tho flesh of fowls acl dviuk liquor on fa 
tive days, ‘Those who do not wear tho Linga oat onlp ll 
tho houses of Braluuans. : 


‘Tho habit of tho caste is settled, ‘They do nob ade 
oubsidors into the vaste, 
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Thoy follow tho TTindu Law in tho mattor of inhorit- 
aco, They havo no horeditary chiofs bnt infringemont 
of tho rulos of tho caste is punished by Jangamas who are 
pound to follow tho advice of the elders of the tribo. Should 
he fault bo of such magnitude as to require oxcommunica- 
ion, an assombly of tho heads of families settles the question. 


They aro Hindus by religion and, belong to the Lin. 
rayat secb by faith. Thero are some who wear tho Linga, 
ind some othors who do nob wear it, but all the same 
lof thom prefoss to belong to ono of the tribes of pure 
faneieet and to bo capable of being appointed to pricst- 
100d. 


Their chiof objects, of worship are Linga and the 
3ull,* tho emblems of Iswara, Thoy also worship Néla- 
aantdsvara and Narasimhaswimi, ‘Thoir womon worship 
il the village gods exoapl thoso particularly belonging 
io the Holdyas. Iruits and flowors aro offored to Méramma 
wd other minor deities during times of opidemics. 
Worship of these yoddessos and Saktis is confined io 
vomon, ‘Thay have no faith in the virine of tragtrarn, 
that is, persons who died bachelors. 


Their Gurus aro tha same as thoso of tho Pan- 
shama Banajigas, ‘Their fivo chiof mathas aro callod tho 
Simhiganas of Parvata at TTampi, Virtipiksha noar Tunga- 
ghadra, Ujjini, Baléhalli and Chitradurg. Theso can bo 
mitinted into tho snevod orders of tho caste, 


Sangambsvara is their patron God, Te is snpposod to be 
present in bazaars and is worshipped in tho opening of fairs, 
Thogo that do nob weur tho Linga and a few of those who 
wear the Linga omploy Brahmans for roligious and core- 
monial purposes. An astrologer is genorally consulted 
for the fixing of proper days for marriagos and for 
commeucing to build housos, 


Their original and prosent prevailing occupation is 
woaving. Some are engaged m morcantile pursuits, 


All of thom work on the old kind of simple loom get 
up in oach house. ‘hoy aro not in a floarishing condition. 
There aro fow agriculturists and no fishormon among them. 
‘The Lingayat portion of {ho caste are yogetarians but the 
non-Lingayats aro flesh oators and drink liquor. 





* One poouliay ousiom among thom is that they never gold bulls, 
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APPENDIX. 


List of Gélras* or uxogamons divisions. 


Agart (ero) A. kind of grass 
Anchu (S008) Border 

Anche (word) 

Arasina (Sons) Tuarmoria 

A've (88) Pestlo 

A'vya (83s) 

Babini (80) 

Baraju (080%) 

Basuvi (HAD) 

Bannt (0) Bauni (roe 
Bandi (222) Oart 

Benne (e888) Butter 

Bhégi (uth) 

Bie (2) Whito 

Deva (Bee3) 

Dharma. (avr) 

Dherga ~ (aor) 

Gadige (ReM) Pot 

Garuda (doe) Brahman kite 
Geyusn (Reon) . 

Gikkili 2) 

Gadduge (na2,1) 

Gauda (via) Tfoadman 
Gtdu ("a@>) Nost, 

Gariga (7or) An earthen yossol 
Gaull (Tbe) A shod 

Gung (Thaw) Boulkdor 
Hatige (2on) A plank 


* Thore avo said (o bo only sixty-six of those divisions in the eaale, 
But this lish contains move than this number, Some of thom may he: 
home nengs, 


Halu 
Heygdira 
Hijiu 
Lola 
Longe 
Ltullu 
Hingu 
Luachi 
Lrant 
dddi 
Jwige 
Juyja 
Mudle 
Kakhe 
Katte 
Kédu 
Kanut 
Kara 
Kédage 
Kamadi 
Kenga 
Kenja 
Késarvt 
Kinkila 
Kudure 
Kuruve 
Kunte 
Maragu 
Mallige 
Menase 
Midichi 
Mint 
Mallu 
Muddu 
Nava 
Nada 


(men ) 
(BS) 
(Os) 
(ee) 
(eo) 
(® SN) ) 
(bors ) 
(areed ) 
(200% ) 
(28 ) 
(ser) 
(2088) 
(#4) 
(7%) 
(#3) 
(Bray ) 
(7%) 
(#9) 
(Fear ) 
(#9) 
(Bort ) 
(Fors) 
(fr) 
(bese) 
(#2898) 
(Podvs3) 
(7088) 
(sadvo) 
(9A) 
(Seon) ) 
(pes) 
(@e8) 
(89) 
(809%),) 


(*) 
(#8) 
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Milk 


Sour 

Field - 

A tree (Pongamia glabra) 
Grass 

Asafovtida 

A squirrel 

A pat 

Kind of tree 

Cumin seed 


Benga] gram 
Kind of plant 
Boundary 
Forest 

A rope 


Tho pandanus flowor 


Saffron 


Horse 
Sparrow 
Tank 
Sand 
Jasmin 
Pepper 


A rope 
Thorn 
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Nellu (®yp) Paddy 
Nuchohi (®e29,) Broken corn 
Naga (mn) Sorpout 
Paramn +(Bdsd) 
Raksha (8%) 
Wiki (2%) 
Sarabhea (B0t3) A fabulous animal, 
Sampige (Bot) Name of a flower 
Samsara (Rorted) 
Soppu (A4R)) Vogetablo groong 
Stryu (Fveqs) The Sun 
Sindhu (Bow?) 
Salige (Rox) 
Uliama (e085) 
V riksha (38) Tyo0 
Vrishabha (5,208) Bull 
Vank (Bot) 
Yemme (838,) Buffalo 
, AER 
* 


C,, t nye! 


